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Welcome/Introductions
Today we will discuss the following: 

➢ What are Scholarships? 
➢ Where does additional  financial assistance come from? 
➢ College Scholarships-Planning Timeline
➢ Tips from School Counselors/College Admission Reps

○ Being Competitive

○ Scholarship Scams

○ FAFSA

○ Take Aways

➢ Additional Resources
○ Additional Scholarship Links



What are 
Scholarships?



➢ Scholarships are gifts. 

➢ They don't need to be repaid. 

➢ There are thousands of them, offered by 

schools, employers, individuals, private 

companies, nonprofits, communities, religious 

groups, and professional and social 

organizations.



Looking at the big picture- 

Where does financial assistance come from?



When searching for money, it’s important to know where to look 
for help and what grants and/or scholarships you might qualify 
for. 

There are 3 primary sources of financial aid:

1. Federal/State Government (Loans/Grants)

2. College and Universities

3. Private organizations/foundations

* Must complete FAFSA



2 CATEGORIES OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

➢ Gift Aid (scholarships and need-based grants) – This is money that does 

not need to be repaid.

○ Merit Aid

○ Need-Based Grants

○ Institutional Scholarships

○ Federal/State Grants

○ Outside Scholarships

* Must complete FAFSA



➢ Self-help Aid (loans and campus employment) – Students and/or 

parents must do something for this money by either repaying it or 

working hours and getting paid a wage.

○ Federal Student Loans (better % rate than private loans)

○ Federal Parent Loans (better % rate than private loans)

○ Work-Study

* Must complete FAFSA



College 
Scholarships: 
Planning Timeline 



PLAN AHEAD: 

Now…

Begin on researching private scholarships. (Naviance website, scholarship search engines)

➢ Focus on strengths (academics, the arts, sports, community service, test scores) 
➢ Begin looking at “potential college” scholarship offerings for expectations

○ Application Process
■ Deadlines
■ Essay Requirements
■ Letters of Recommendations*
■ Test Scores*
■ Transcript*
■ Supplemental Information*

*Communication is key if supplemental material is needed from others.



○ Automatic-Priority Deadline (Admission Guarantee) and (Freshmen 
Scholarship) (Scholarship Calculator)
■ Superscore*

● Combination of best scores from different test dates
○ Athletic Scholarships

■ Must complete NCAA Eligibility/NAIA Requirements where needed.  
● NCAA, NAIA

○ Students/parents responsible for meeting deadlines
● Still MUST be admitted to college
● Work with HS coaches to make contact to college coaches

○ Arts
■ Contact college for requirements and deadlines (portfolio, 

performance audition)

 

https://miamioh.edu/admission/merit-guarantee/
https://www.mvnu.edu/undergraduate/financialaid/scholarships/scholarshipcalculator
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://www.naia.org/landing/index


By the end of Junior Year:

● Student should have tests scores secured (SAT/ACT)
○ For scholarship purposes, August/September (if needed) is usually the last date of testing that 

colleges will accept test scores for Priority Scholarships.
● Student should have a list of potential colleges/universities that they want to apply to (4-6)

Summer before Senior Year

● Start to gather documents for financial aid: You’ll use these to complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which opens on Oct. 1. 

● Get your FSA ID: Before you can fill out your FAFSA, you need to get a username and password 
(also known as an FSA ID). (Student and Parent each need one.)

Senior year

● Apply to colleges, for scholarships and FAFSA by deadlines.

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out


I have all of my financial aid award letters… 
now what?

➢ Compare financial aid packages

○ Once you have received a letter of acceptance, you will also receive a 

financial aid award letter (upon completion of FAFSA), which will detail any 

grants, scholarships, work-study and other aid that you may receive.

○ Calculate the bottom line of what you will owe at each school. Consider 

this...

■ Net price

■ Loan debt over 4-years

■ Gift Aid versus Self-Help Aid

■ Travel



Tips from School 
Counselors and 
College Admission 
Representatives



How to be competitive...
➢ Grades
➢ Test Scores (SAT/ACT)

○ Difference in tests
○ Example of Comparison 

➢ Polish Talents (Arts, Athletics, Quality of Community Service)
➢ Community Service Involvement 

○ Begin as soon as possible (even as early as Middle School)
○ Quality versus Quantity

https://crushthegretest.com/act-vs-sat/
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-SAT-Concordance-Tables.pdf


How to be competitive...continued.
➢ Writing Skills (Essays)

○ Common mistakes
■ Make sure you have someone else edit, mention correct 

college university
○ Key words to use

■ Words and phrases to avoid
➢ Strong Character (Letters of Recommendation)
➢ Special Circumstances

○ Work experience, major in college, personal loss, time when 
worked through adversity, race, gender, ethnicity

https://inlikeme.com/19-common-application-essay-mistakes-and-how-to-avoid-them/
https://blog.iec-dvc.edu/50-compelling-words-for-college-application-essays/
https://wordcounter.io/blog/words-and-phrases-to-avoid-in-your-college-essays/


Scholarship Scams
BEWARE OF SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS

➢ Never pay to apply for a scholarship
➢ These are some of the most common characteristics of scholarship 

scams:
● Charges a fee. ...
● Requests unusual information. ...
● Asks for your bank account number. ...
● Tells you that you won a scholarship, but you never applied. ...
● Falsely claims to be a foundation or tax-exempt charity. ...

http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml


Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid-FAFSA

➢ Apply for Financial Aid, regardless of income
➢ Article: Eight Common Myths about the FAFSA, Busted
➢ School Counselors are not the experts on Financial Aid so 

be sure to reach out to the Financial Aid office at the 
college(s) of your choice. 

➢ FAFSA opens up October 1st of your child’s senior year.
○ Not ready to complete the FAFSA but would like an estimate?

■ Estimate Your Aid (FAFSA4caster)

https://www.thesimpledollar.com/loans/student/eight-common-myths-about-the-fafsa-busted/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/estimate


TAKE AWAYS (When completing applications)
➢ Use resources (school counselors, college admission rep/financial aid) 
➢ Pay attention to deadlines. Try to submit scholarship applications 3-7 

days before its due.  And be sure to follow-up with your recommender if 
one is needed. You are responsible if your application is incomplete

➢ Do your research and give thoughtful answers! If the scholarship asks 
about your future involvement at the school do not just look on the 
school website and list organizations but be thoughtful in your answer

➢ Pay attention to the value of the scholarship. For example, if a scholarship 
is worth half tuition, write more than a paragraph/one page.



➢ Check grammatical errors. 
➢ Do not sell yourself short. Applying for scholarships is an opportunity to 

think about all of the hard work you've put into school and to brag 
about that. This is one area where humility is not needed but 
thoughtfulness does matter. What have you learn from the job you've 
worked , volunteering, music, sport etc, that have allowed you to grow 
rather than just stating you enjoyed it.

➢ Adopt an “abundance” mindset.
○ $500 here and $1000 there will add up



Additional 
Resources



Interested in additional scholarships?
➢ College Scholarships-  This is where the majority of scholarships come 

from. Please pay close attention to application deadlines and 
procedures.  (Be sure students are checking email -once a week-and 
mail regularly.)  Some scholarship opportunities are sent to parents and 
students as early as 9th grade.

➢ Reach out to foundations, civic groups, unions/companies, utility 
companies, religious groups, cultural groups, professional organizations 
and fraternities/sororities. 

○ Many people assume that private scholarships represent the biggest source of school 

money, but they are actually among the smallest sources.

➢ Opportunity Scholarships via College Board

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/


Interested in additional scholarships? Continued...

➢ Check Naviance:  
○ Any scholarship information (national and state) that is filtered through the counseling 

department will be listed on Naviance.  Check weekly for updates. (Click on "College 
Tab" and select "Scholarship List" at the bottom of the page.)        

○ Naviance Scholarship List

➢ Community Scholarships
○ Westerville City Schools offer a wide variety of scholarships from local donors each 

school year to current seniors.  Application process typically last from mid December 
through mid January.

 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=westervillehsoh


➢ Fast Web 
➢ CollegeBoard.org
➢ Going Merry
➢ The Columbus Foundation
➢ Everything You Need To Know About Winning Scholarships 
➢ Broke Scholar
➢ MeritAid 
➢ SallieMae: College Answer
➢ Scholarship Experts
➢ Scholarships.com
➢ Scholarships to Help International Students Afford U.S. Colleges
➢ “No Essay” College Scholarship
➢ United Negro College Fund Scholarships
➢ Scholarship America Scholarships

➢ Conduct personal search through Scholarship Search Engines.

http://fastweb.com
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.columbusfoundation.org/
https://studentloans.net/scholarships/
http://www.brokescholar.com
http://www.meritaid.com
https://www.salliemae.com/plan-for-college/scholarships/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com
http://www.scholarships.com
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2015/01/29/scholarships-to-help-international-students-afford-us-colleges
https://colleges.niche.com/scholarship/no-essay-scholarship/
https://scholarships.uncf.org/?_ga=1.140789170.1280350832.1476307101
https://scholarshipamerica.org/what-we-do/students-parents/open-scholarships/


➢ Allow your child to submit these applications but be there to 
proofread. They must do this themselves

➢ Allow the child to ask questions and contact the proper people for a 
scholarship they may be applying for

➢ https://thescholarshipsystem.com/blog-for-students-families/involved-
parents-scholarship-process/

How can parents help?

https://thescholarshipsystem.com/blog-for-students-families/involved-parents-scholarship-process/
https://thescholarshipsystem.com/blog-for-students-families/involved-parents-scholarship-process/


Your Questions...



Additional Questions:

Please reach out to your child’s HS counselor for additional questions.

Workshop

● Naviance (Naviance Scholarship List)
○ College Sites

● Additional websites listed previous slides
● NCAA/NAIA

○ NCAA, NAIA
● FAFSA

○ Estimate Your Aid (FAFSA4caster)

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=westervillehsoh
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://www.naia.org/landing/index
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/estimate


Thank You For Joining Us Today

http://bit.do/ParentPrep

Feedback Welcomed: 

Proudly Sponsored By:


